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SECTIONS

Sol works on his makeup before a performance. His untimely death in a police cell is the subject of an award
winning documentary by MarieHelene Cousineau.

Marie‐Hélène Cousineau knew Solomon
Uyarasuk well.

He was a musician and a poet and a friend. And he had a career as a
circus performer that took him around the world. He had a lot to live
for, but, tragically, like many young talented people in the North, he
died too young, in circumstances that remain mysterious.
Cousineau is an award winning filmmaker. Her latest film, Sol, tells
Solomon’s story and it will be one of the featured documentaries in
the sixth Wakefield Film Festival, which begins Feb. 7. Cousineau will
be at the festival to talk about Sol, her film and her friend.
“I knew Sol. I knew him personally. I used to live in Igloolik for many
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival
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years. When I moved there, there was a series of films called the
Nunavut series which followed a family through the year. I was part of
the team, so I’ve known him since he was six or seven. He was always
involved as an artist in many things that I would do. I really
appreciated him.”
Solomon died in a police cell in 2012. He had been drinking and had
been arrested by two RCMP officers.
“In the North, people are brought to cells when they are drunk to sleep
it off. The people don’t like that. And bad things happen.
“Relations between the RCMP and the Inuit are tense,”
Cousineau says. “The film is about all of that.”
There was an investigation of the cell block death conducted by
Ottawa police and a coroner’s inquest too. The result was
inconclusive, and Sol’s death remains a mystery.
“We made the film because my codirector Susan (Avingaq) told me
that the family felt left out of communication with the authorities and
about what happened to their son. They were suspicious because
after all, he was in a cell (when he died).
“The RCMP are not Inuit most of the time. They don’t speak the
language and they arrive in the North and they don’t really know
where they are. They don’t know the culture. The training they get
before they go up North is not sufficient and they aren’t there very
long.”
We do know that Solomon did not react well to his arrest and,
Cousineau says, “there was tension when they brought him to the cell.
He was left there with his belt and without anyone looking at him.”
She refuses to say whether she thinks he killed himself and the film
does not try to answer the question. That led to some conflict with
a family member at a recent screening of the film but still she says she
won’t speculate publicly.
Cousineau believes that the ambiguous nature of Sol’s death can be
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival
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seen in the context of the staggering rate of youth suicide in the
North. In 2013, Nunavut’s chief coroner reported that 45 people in the
territory died by suicide that year. That is a suicide rate of 156 per
100,000 people — 13.5 times the national rate.
“We wanted to go a little bit further. We wanted to explore who he is,
the impact on his family.” She didn’t want people to write Solomon off
by concluding he was just another suicide in the North.
“It’s a serious problem because it’s often young people who are
talented. It really has an impact on the community.

Filmmaker MarieHélène Cousineau will be at the Wakefield film festival this
weekend.

MARIE-FRANCE

COALLIER

“When we made the film we thought we would find the truth about
what happened. And then I had an interesting discussion with Alanis
Obomsawin (the legendary aboriginal documentary filmmaker who
also has a film at Wakefield). I showed her some of the footage and
she said to me, ‘Don’t make an investigation because you will never
find the truth and even if you find the truth, you won’t be satisfied by
that. Concentrate on him, give him his voice’.”
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival
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The film also aims to shed light on the problem of miscommunication
between the authorities, mostly white, and the people who live in
those small isolated towns.
“The Inuit aren’t in total control of their lives. For example, for the
most part they don’t have their own police. Let’s say for the moment
that Sol was in another circumstance. Instead of being taken into
custody by two (white) RCMP, what if was two Inuit policemen or
peacekeepers and they know him and they bring his uncle or his
grandfather and talks to him? Then things change. Or they take him to
the end of the island and say walk home? He might be alive right now.
“There were mistakes made. Members of the family and the
community are still angry because no one is saying mistakes were
made. The fact that he was 26 and Inuk and drunk — these are red
flags. Everything said, ‘We should take care of this guy because he
could commit suicide.’ They do it 13 times more than everywhere in
the world.”
Cousineau has been going to the North for 20 years or so. These days
she divides her time between Montreal and Nunavut. Initially she went
for an adventure and she found a lifetime of work. Along the way she
helped form a film collective and out of that has made several films on
the North. Two of them, Before Tomorrow and Uvanga, have been
playing recently on The Movie Network.
“I fell in love with the North. You always want to go back. I was there
last week and thinking, ‘Why am I not living here now? I should be
here.’ Everybody is so creative. Everybody is creating things. You talk
to people and they care. They look at you in the eyes.
“I’ve never known so many artists. When I go there, almost everyone I
talk to is making music, carving, storytelling. I went to lunch and this
woman showed me this amazing wedding gown she had made for her
daughter. People just take the time to be creative.”
Cousineau hopes her film will help change the discussion about
suicide in the North. It has been favourably received by people there
who hope it will be seen in the small communities scattered across
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival

5/10

7/20/2015

Wakefield film festival opens with documentary about suicide in North | Ottawa Citizen

Nunavut.

The Wake eld International Film Festival
Four weekends starting Feb. 7 to March 1. All films at the Wakefield
Centre, 38 Valley Dr., a 20minute drive from Ottawa. Screenings each
Saturday and Sunday at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Information: wakefieldfilmfest.ca (http://wakefieldfilmfest.ca/)
Feb. 7 and 8
Sol (2014): MarieHélène Cousineau speaks about Sol, codirected
with Susan Avingaq. Sol won the Best Canadian Feature, 2014 at the
Rencontres Internationales du Documentaire de Montréal (RIDM).
Next Goal Wins (2014): This movie tracks the ‘worst soccer team in
World Cup history.’ The film won Best Documentary, British
Independent Film Awards in 2014.
Feb. 14 and 15
The Secret Trial 5 (2014): A Canadian film directed by Amar Wala,
about Canada’s controversial ‘security certificate,’ and the five men
who have spent nearly 30 years combined in custody with no charges
brought against them and no access to the information that has
damned them to this treatment. The film was a Top Ten Audience
Favourite, Hot Docs, 2014.
The Green Prince (2014): A Germany/UK/Israel coproduction
directed by Nadav Schirman, tells the remarkable story of an
unprecedented partnership between the son of a Hamas leader and an
Israeli Shin Bet agent who risked his career to protect him. Best
Documentary, World Cinema, Sundance 2014).
Feb. 21 and 22
Trick or Treaty (2014): Directed by Alanis Obomsawin, the film
examines the history of Aboriginal/Canadian relations, through the
lens of Treaty 9, which was an agreement signed in July 1905,
between the Government of Canada
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival
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(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada) and First Nations
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_nations) in northern Ontario
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ontario) .

Keep On Keepin’ On (2014): An American film directed by Alan Hicks,
is the story of jazz trumpeter Clark Terry, mentor to Miles Davis and
Quincy Jones, and his latest protégé, the blind pianist Justin Kauflin.
Best New Documentary Director & Audience Award, Tribeca Film
Festival, 2014.
Feb. 28 and March 1
All the Time in the World (2014): Over nine months, Yukon director
Suzanne Crocker filmed her family living with no electricity and no
access to society, in an experiment aimed at reconnecting with each
other and our natural environment. (Best of Festival, Wild & Scenic
Film Festival; Audience Choice Award, Vancouver International Film
Festival). Crocker will be at the festival and will speak about her film.
The Price We Pay (2014): Directed by Harold Crooks the documentary
shows how offshore tax havens and the giants of the “cloud” economy
are eroding democratic society. Best Canadian Documentary,
Vancouver Film Critics Circle Awards, 2014)

The Bright Lights BalticNordic Film Festival
The Canadian Film Institute is presenting a weeklong festival of films
from Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Iceland, Lithuania,
and Norway.
Tickets and festival passes are available online. Rush tickets,
memberships, and festival passes are available at the door, one half
hour before screening time (cash only). General Admission: $13; CFI
Members, seniors (65+), students: $9. Festival Pass (8
films): General: $60; CFI Members, seniors (65+), students: $45. All
shows at the River Building Theatre, Carleton University.
All films have English subtitles. For more information on the films, cfi
icf.ca/ (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
http://ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/local-arts/wakefield-film-festival

7/10

7/20/2015

Wakefield film festival opens with documentary about suicide in North | Ottawa Citizen

option=com_cfi&task=showevent&id=138&Itemid=1336)

Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.
Izlaiduma gads (The Lesson)

(http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=951&Itemid=1337) Andris

Gauja, Latvia (2014 108 min.)
Feb. 7. at 7 p.m.

Jeg er din (I Am Yours) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=953&Itemid=1339)

Iram Haq, Norway (2013 100 min.)
Feb 7 at 9 p.m.
Trespassing Bergman (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=957&Itemid=1343)

Hynek Pallas, Jane Magnusson, Sweden (2013, 107 min.)
Feb. 8, 2015, 4 p.m.
Ekskursante (The Excursionist) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=958&Itemid=1346)

Audrius Juzenas, Lithuania (2013, 110 min.)
Feb. 13 at 7 p.m.
Hyvä poika (The Good Son) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=952&Itemid=1338)

Zaida Bergroth, Finland (2011, 88 min.)
Feb. 13 at 9 p.m.
I lossens time (The Hour of the Lynx) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=955&Itemid=1341)

Søren KraghJacobsen, Denmark (2013, 100 min.)
Feb. 14 at 4 p.m.
Aska (Ash) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=959&Itemid=1347)

Herbert Sveinbjörnsson, Iceland (2013, 107 min.)
Feb. 14 at 7 p.m.
Kirsitubakas (Cherry Tobacco) (http://www.cfiicf.ca/index.php?
option=com_cfi&task=showscreening&id=954&Itemid=1340)

Andres Maimik, Katrin Maimik, Estonia (2014, 93 min.)
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Comments
We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to maintaining a lively but civil
forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you
encounter a comment that is abusive, click the "X" in the upper right corner of the comment box to report spam or abuse. We are
using Facebook commenting. Visit our FAQ page (http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/story.html?id=7195492) for more information.
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